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3.  A book so bound should open well.

4.  The "French" joint enables comparatively thick
leather to be used.

5.  In the absence of raised bands there is no reason for
the undue stretching of the leather in covering.

6.  The backs of the sections are not injured by saw-
cuts.'

By sewing on tapes instead of cords a smooth back is
got, which saves time in the working, as it enables the
backing to be done in the backing machine. Further
time is saved by cutting the edges with the guillotine
instead of with the plough; in fact, there is a saving of
time at every point.

By substituting machine work for hand work in back-
ing and cutting, and system for thought, the cost of a
thoroughly strong half-seal binding for a crown 8vo
book can be reduced to about 35. 6rf. This allows of the
use of the strongest leather and other sound materials.
Further reductions in the price can only be the result of
saving a penny here and a penny there, and unless the
work is very roughly done, or the materials are inferior,
3^. or 35.6d. is as cheap as any odd volume can be bound
to this specification. Whole binding in the same style
would cost about 8s. for a crown 8vo book. In all classes
of binding where there are large numbers of volumes of
the same size to be bound, the work goes through much
more quickly, and therefore more cheaply.

For a cheaper class of work it would be impossible to
keep strictly to the specification. To save time the backs
of torn sections must be overcast instead of mended, and
plates pasted in instead of being guarded.

For the cheapest work, cases are made apart from the
books, and cloth is substituted for leather. The weak
point in case work is the poorness of the connexion
between book and binding, but this can be overcome at